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during the 1985 TAC MEI (man-
agement evaluation inspection).

Capt Wayne K. Holum, 422
TES. 57 FWW, Nellis AFB, NV,
was piloting an F-16A during a
DACT sortie when one of the
Aggressors reported that
Holum’s jet was on fire. Capt
Holum immediately retarded his
throttle to idle but noticed that
there were no Fire or Overheat
lights on, and all cockpit instru-
ments indicated normal. The
chase aircraft confirmed that the
Falcon’s entire engine after-
burner section was engulfed in
flames. Capt Holum analyzed the
problem as engine nozzle burn-
through and elected to stay with
the aircraft in the event that the
fire subsided. Thirty-five seconds
after starting, the flames became
intermittent and an additional
25 seconds elapsed before the
fire went out completely. While
attempting to determine the ex-
tent and nature of the fire, Capt
Holum established a max range
glide profile toward Nellis.

Once established in the
descent, he realized that an idle

power glide would be insufficient
to reach the high key position
for either an overhead or a
straight-in SFO. Capt Holum ad-
vanced the throttle, determined
that sufficient usable thrust was
available and accomplished an
overhead SFO pattern.

Amn Teresa C. Bridge, 474
EMS, 474 TFW, Nellis AFB,
NV, pays attention to detail and
takes steps to correct safety haz-
ards. On one occasion, she
noticed the shop compressor was
turned to the continuous run po-
sition instead of the intermittent
position allowing the pressure to
rise above maximum allowable
tolerance. Amn Bridge imme-
diately shut down the compres-
sor, notified the safety NCO and
suggested a safety valve be in-
stalled to avoid over-pressuriza-
tion. On another occasion she
noticed a hairline crack in the
steering section support bracket
of a bomblift, so she started
checking all the bomblifts and
found many with the same prob-
lem. Procedures are now being
taken to solve this problem.

Capt Larry R. Austin, 64 AS,
TFWC, Nellis AFB, NV, was
performing a functional check
flight on his F-5E when he had
problems during the alternate
landing gear system check. After
pulling the alternate gear han-
dle, the nose gear indicated un-
safe with a red light in the gear
handle and the gear warning
horn on. He recycled the gear
handle, but the nose gear still
remained unsafe. Capt Austin
had also lost his UHF radio, so
he was unable to contact the
SOF or any other agency. As he
squawked emergency and headed
toward Nellis AFB, Capt Austin
shut down the left engine to re-
move hydraulic pressure from
the gear system in the hope that
the alternate gear lowering sys-
tem would work. Again unsuc-
cessful, he restarted the engine
and attempted to lower the gear
with all electrical systems off,
but the effort was fruitless.
Finally, Capt Austin accelerated
to a higher airspeed and G-load-
ing where the alternate landing
gear system produced safe gear
indications and a successful land-
ing was made.
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